A Hybrid Bushcraft Kit – The Best of Both Worlds or a Complete Clash of Cultures?
	No.
	Item
	Suggestion & Comment

	Shelter and Sleeping

	1
	Sleeping Bag
	The lowest season rating possible for the conditions. Boost with Warm Layer duvet jacket.

	2
	Sleeping Mat
	¾ length inflatable – because then it will fit inside the rucksack.

	3
	Bivi Bag
	No – not necessary, as you are fully covered by the tent. But, if you do take one, choose lightweight Pertex over heavier weight Gortex.

	4
	Tarp
	GoLite Shangri-La 3 (outer only) – a good compromise for weight between a tarp and a tent. Replace the pole with a trekking pole or a stick and replace pegs with sticks.

	Carrying Kit

	5
	Rucksack
	Lightest possible for intended load volume and weight – keep the weight down and you don’t need a heavy pack to carry it.

	6
	Rucksack Liner
	I tend to use individual ones for each piece of gear, rather than one big one for the whole rucksack.

	Cooking and Water

	7
	Billy Can
	Titanium 1 litre pan, plus dishcloth

	8
	Water purifier
	Puritabs or a Steripen – as a backup to boiling.

	9
	Spoon
	Yes

	10
	Water Bottle and metal mug
	1x1litre bottle. Only routinely carrying 1 litre of water and refilling more frequently keeps weight down.

Titanium mug – fits over the bottom of the water bottle, just like a Crusader Cup and a MoD water bottle.

	11
	Second Water Bottle
	1x5 litre collapsible water bag. If I need to carry more than 1 litre at a time, then this is more than sufficient.

	
	Stove
	Bushbuddy wood gas stove or Caldera Cone wood stove – means I have the convenience of stove, without having to carry fuel; and the enjoyment of a fire, without having to clear up.

	
	Thermos
	I sometimes take a small Thermos. It adds weight, but also convenience – it saves you brewing up in the morning or whilst on the trail during the day.

	Personal Hygiene

	12
	Toilet Kit
	As Paul’s.

	13
	Wash Kit
	As Paul’s, but I rarely bother with a razor. I try and take biodegradable soap that will wash my clothes and me.

	Clothing

	14
	Waterproof Shell
	Gortex (or similar) trousers, a lightweight Ventile top and a very lightweight Gortex (or similar) jacket – I find I wear hard shell jackets less and less, but you still want one for heavy, prolonged rain.

	15
	Heavy Warm Layer
	Very thin duvet jacket, but only in the colder months.

	16
	Spare clothes
	Socks and underwear. Plus, perhaps, long johns, if it’s cold; or shorts, if it’s hot.

	17
	Light Warm Layer


	A mid weight Merino wool top.

	18
	Bandanna 
	Yes

	19
	Warm Hat
	Yes. And gloves, dependent on the season.

	20
	Sun Hat
	Yes, dependent on the season.

	
	Clothes your standing up in
	I assume I’m already wearing: wool t-shirt, walking trousers, socks, underwear, and lightweight boots – weight on your feet is even worse than weight on your back.

	Equipment

	21
	Head Torch
	Yes

	22
	Axe
	Granfors Mini belt hatchet. I’m experimenting with this. Obviously, it has its limits, but it is 700g lighter than a Small Forest Axe and 22cm shorter, meaning it can be packed inside the rucksack. The wood stove doesn’t require anything bigger.

	23
	Bushcraft Knife
	No. Instead, take a good quality mutlitool, with a locking blade. Carried on the person and not in the pack. The small axe will then do what the multitool can’t. And the multitool is more versatile than a bushcraft knife.

	24
	Folding Saw
	No

	25
	Fire Steel
	Yes, plus tinder. Goes in with wood stove.

	26
	Possibles Pouch
	Yes, but on my person (belt), not in the pack.

	27
	First Aid Kit
	Yes

	28
	Map, Map Case
	Yes, but usually on my person (pocket), not in the pack.

	29
	Compass
	Yes, but on my person (pocket), not in the pack.

	30
	Notebook
	Yes

	31
	Binoculars
	Yes

	Miscellaneous

	
	Camera
	Yes. Reducing weight elsewhere means you can afford to take a better camera (SLR) and so get better pictures.

	
	Field guides, reading book, track casting kit, specialist craft tools, sketching pencils, etc.
	Again, reducing weight elsewhere means you have more flexibility to take these items without increased fatigue.

	
	Mobile phone and charger
	Yes. Or PLB if remote.
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